
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt a Resolution supporting actions by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
and the Environmental Regulation Commission to consider reasonable science-based 
amendments to the designated uses and classification system of surface water bodies while 
protecting the quality of Florida's waters. 

BACKGROUND:

The purpose of this resolution is to support the Florida Stormwater Association's (FSA) petition 
to request Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and the Environmental 
Regulation Commission (ERC) initiate rulemaking to amend the current surface water
classification and use system, to better reflect the vast variability found within Statewide 
surface waters; and to support these FDEP rulemaking activities, which are science-based 
and will not lead to degradation of surface waterbodies.

This rulemaking and subsequent implementation will allow the County to request the re-
evaluation and reclassification of urban stormwater ditches (i.e., Lockhart-Smith Canal, Cranes 
Strand Canal, Lightwood-Knot Canal, Solary Canal, etc.) that are currently held to the same 
water quality standards as the Wekiva and Econlockhatchee Rivers.  Many of these urban 
stormwater ditches have been identified as "impaired" using the current water quality
standards for all Class III waters (recreational use waters).  These man-made urban ditches 
will never meet these standards, regardless of the amount of money spent by the County to 
"restore" them.  Instead, the County should be able to focus its limited resources on the real 
recreational waterbodies that need to be protected and restored.

The objective of the rulemaking is to re-assess the very limited and antiquated surface water 
classification system and to provide a more realistic system that would incorporate these other 
types of waterbodies/stormwater facilities.  Even within the category of urban ditches, a wide 
variability of systems is found.  Some may be concrete-lined ditches which only hold water 
during and shortly after storm events, while others may actually support wildlife habitats and 
even somewhat diverse ecosystems.  The FDEP is working to develop different sub-
classes/matrices that would allow appropriate designations for all of these variances. The 
ultimate discharge for these conveyance systems is still the natural receiving waterbodies, for 
which the County will still be held accountable to maintain or improve their integrity and 
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diversity. The anticipated revisions will allow the County the flexibility to find the most
appropriate and cost effective method to meet the TMDL requirements.

The results of the rulemaking will provide for more realistic and achievable water quality goals 
for our natural resources and tax dollars will not be misdirected trying to achieve these same 
goals on stormwater conveyance systems.

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Board adopt the Resolution Supporting Actions by the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection and the Environmental Regulation Commission to 
Consider Reasonable Science-Based Amendments to the Designated Uses and Classification 
System of Surface Water Bodies while Protecting the Quality of Florida's Waters. 

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Resolution - Water Pollution Control

Additionally Reviewed By:

County Attorney Review ( Matthew Minter )
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